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A foun fin0 w sonic of 1hc demon trationJ appear to
the beholder the methods by tciici mind redden ply
their calling arc surprisingly simple

trllbl 3010 bj the rOrtr Tort Herald Co All rl UU nCoJ

HE dapper chap In a dress suit that tits Im-

possiblyr well descends from the stago to the
aisle on his carpeted bridge leaving a sheep-

ish committee blinking at the footlights us
guard oi honor to the handsome young woman

whose bandaged eyes they have just inspected

Will some gentleman in the audience kindly furor
me with a bank bill or a treasury note Any denom-
ination

¬

I Thank you sir that will do very nicely

t Now will you please make a note of the number so

as to be able to Identify It
I

As you will all notice the lady Is sitting on a
pedestal mao up of several wooden frames which
absolutely prevent the possibility of electric com-

munication Your committee has blindfolded her
Sho is quite unuble to see time blackboard I will now

tako a piece or chalkno mystery here as you see
And we will proceed with the test

The dapper chap regains the stage and takes up

position before the blackboard where its every move-

ment

¬

la visible The self oniou5 committee shifts
r to a new set of attitudes The young woman loan hip

back iu her chair apparently surrenders herself to a

trancolikc condition moves her lips and speaks In a
strained faraway voice subtly suggestive of a pre-

scient soul bending to Its arduous task
I think it is a five dollar bill

The audience gives cio a attention for everyone
can see that It Is a really truly five dollar bill and
cvcu the scornfully sceptical arc interested The
dapper chap writes 500 In heavy ChI tictc upon

the board

First I eee letter E continues the young woman
Thu dapper chap obediently transfers alto letter with
his grating chalk

Tho next appears to be G u Hthu young
woman Now put down the figure 1 Slid goes

on easily from character to character while the dap-

per chap follows her announcements on the buck-

board and the audience forgets to rustle its pta¬

grammes until the number of the bill is complete
She even describes the punctuating hieroglyph and hu

of the faultless dress suit steps forward from time

finished work with a smile descending to the aisle
once more

You are the gentleman who favored me Ire you

not Thank your Will you kindly note whether time

bill is yours and the number correctly given Thank
you Do you mind allowing me to show It to your
neighbors Thank you

Oh there Is not the slightest doubt about it The
I young woman has read the number of the bill with

I clustering ¬

should suspect eollu lou or a confederate the dapper
chap wanders fur up the aisle for time next lest and
takes a llfty dollar bill from a stout gentleman in
the middle of a row It Is quite too wonderful The
young womans invisible eye is equal to any bill ergo

I or small mud she is evidently well acquainted with the
state of every pocketbook in the home Yielding to

4 an urgent request the darner rhan even couynnts to

J

i
r 1

ry her with a watch whereupon she l>begins by an-

nouncing
¬

that It is silver and gives the number Us

before
Marvellous Second Sight

Second sight Mind reading Surely every one has
witnessed some such demonstration and has gone

home afterward perhaps unbelieving but puzzled

and It may be Just a trifle uneasy Of course its u

trick but how Is It done conics the inevitable bro
million The more credulous rouuirk Woll there
really may bo something in it Now when Arthur fell
down the cellar stairs and broke his let launch-
Ing Into a domestic episode In which the occult fur-

nishes
¬

n stimulating If unconvincing atmosphere
Others a few recognize in the achievements of the
young woman psychic phenomena which ore perfectly
familiar and commonplace

But the advantage for the purposes of this articl-
es still with the bromide Its a trick but how is it
done1 The how Is rather clever aud as always
simple Some time before the booking of the attrac-
tion

¬

when the dapper clump and the young woman
were preparing for the working of wonders when
the prescient soul was in process of development In
the earthly surroundings of a hall room there was a
long period of monotonous practice by which all the
rest was made possible The pamphcrualla for that
training were far less elaborate tuna binge acts fre-

quently demand They were nothing more than a
small leaden hall and a string by which was sus-

pended
¬

In short a pendulum Which takes us im-

mediately
¬

out of lliu realm of psychics into that of
physics

Time pendulum was lacked up In the window hang-
ing

¬

from time cross piece as the best pbiou for obser-

vation

¬

The string was shortened until by experi-

ment

¬

It was found to register about severity bests to

the minute when set to swinging Then time dapper
chap notjot arrayed In his too finwless clothes and
probably far from dapper at all took a seat bosida
the young woman und both begun to watch this make-

shift metronome-
As they watched they counted silently up to ten

emphasized a bent and begun again After half an
hour of this they looked awayfrom the pendulum for
short Intervals glancing back frequently to see

whether they hud been able to keen the tempo ex-

actly

¬

If they had they were happy If they had not
they hero Irritated and began to wonder where the
fried sausages were coming from should they fall to

perfect the act liut in due course after some days or

weeks they could hold the heat In unison without
referring to the pendulum

Then began another kind of training The dapper
chump would cry Now sharply Taking this as the
start both would begin to count silently When thu
man reached any number up to ten that suited him
he would rap the table sharply as the signal to stump

Well where was I l he would ask And she would

answer that he lind mount to convey four or seven or
nine or whatever point she bad reached herself lu her
couutinjr If she was right Infallibly right they wore
sallsfled If not probably some epithet quite uureeon-
cilable with the occult passed between them How-
ever

¬

in the end they could do time trick perfectly
Then for a time the young woman took the lead and
the mar had to follow her until there was no longer
any chance for error in the silent harmony of tcount

nut for public shILJIUoll It Is not enough to elimi-

nate
¬

a chance for error mho chance must be but
tioesed and Insured and double locked against The
blackboard and chalk of the real act were brought
into play a very rough blackboard and very hard
clnilkaural thoylfogan practise in earnest

In tho fret place they duvlsed a set of easy cues to
determine the value of any bill which might be Pt-
eseated51 Thanks 52 All right 5 Tbnnk

t
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Will You Kindly Note Whether the Bill
Is Yours and the Number Correctly
Given

you 10 Much obliged 20 Thats if 50 That
will do tOO Quite satisfactory If you ever want-
to break up such a demonstration at the outset you
might offer a ten thousand dollar bill The chances-
are that the mind renders would have no signal ready
for it In determining the metal of proffered watches
an equally simple series of phrases was prepared

Drill Is Perfect

From then on they lid their drilling In the silent
count with time last syllable of a sentence uttered by
the young woman us tho starting signal and the sound-
of the chalk against the board as lime stop signal U I

can see that a four Is time next on the hill she would
say The word bill corresponded with the empha-
sized

¬

beat or the now of the earlier practice They
would count from this start until time man touched the
blackboard

Additional safeguards could be Introduced here If
the man made a murk sharply with a quick scratch It
served us warning that the number was an odd one
If lie moved the chalk slowly the number was even
The advantage of this was great for while the young
woman might be counting slightly faster thou stand-
ard

¬

tempo and might almost have reached seven a
slow stroke of the chalk at this point would correct
her and settle her at six

Still another refinement of the system was now
approached A dend pause of nine or ten seconds on
a stage Is dangerous Time sceptical and the know
Ing are quite likely to observe such a lapse and to
observe moreover that vhllo some of the intervals
are remarkably long others arc very short To over-

come
¬

this dllliculty the numbers 1 2 3 1 5 accom-

panied
¬

by n sharp inp Of the chalk stood respective-
ly for 0 7 S 0 and 0 Thus for a number It was
not necessary to count beyond live and no long pauses
ensued If the man wished to communicate 3 he
stopped the count at the third bent by simply plac-

ing
¬

the chalk against time board But If he wished to

communicate S he sioppud at the third beat with a
tau

There remained after mill this the necessity for
regulating the standard of the tempo the most 1m-

IMJrtant point of all Excitement incident to public
appoarauce any std ht nervousness indisposition
night throw either completely out of harmony with
the proper boat So hey eoini iscd a series of sen-

tences
¬

that would scan after a fashion I think
It Ian tlredollar hill owput down the-

tig=ure six It was not difficult to find some such

I

os I

rough syllable rhythm to fit each utterance of the
woman

When she gave out one of these sentences she
thereby set the tempo for the count which picked up

from her last syllable The nextappearsto be ¬
an eight 1 2 8 c Always the lust sound that
came from her mouth was the emphatic bent from
which the silen corn took Its start Both persons

continued the tempo She laid down untll stopped by

the signal Long drilling made It unnecessary to

force the rhythm and the sentences could bo spoken-

in the ordinary way steadily and in perfect measure
The scries letters that precede numbers on bills

formed a specific problem While the first letter of

the alphabet are most common a system was arranged

to cover all twenty six This wris done by grouping

three variations of the method of chalking down the
dollar sign with the regular count The man could

start to write the dollar sign with sharp taps or

gently or he could ouilt the sign altogether The

silent counting did the rest using the same safeguard

of the quick or slow stroke to confirm odd or oven as
In this Uible

S S

Count Manner With Taps No Taps No c

1 QuIck A 13 G

2 Slow D E I
3 Quick G IT I
4 Slow J K L

c

The terminating hieroglyphs that punctuate n bill

number asterisk dashes crossbar and others were
easily tabulated mill made to answer to correspond-

ing

¬

numbers from Ion Of course the young woman
did not turn her attention to these hieroglyphs until
she received time signal from the man that the number
Itself stood complete

Finally came a day when they wore to put their
long days of training to the test possibly before some

iri I

t
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She Goes on Easily from Character to
Character While the Dapper Chap Fol
lo irs Her Announcements on the Black-
board

manager or in the kindlier presence of friends The
young woman was blindfolded placed with her back
to time blackboard where she smut listening acutely
The dapper iliap asked some ore present for a bill

Ills acknowledgment of Thanks Indicated to her-

at once that Its denomination was 1 What she hnd
to discover piecemeal was the fact that it was marked
IlltCSi920

The One Dollar Bill

When he was ready before time blackboard she said-

I think Il is a ore dollar bill Then both began to

count At six time man touched the hoard with the

chill old scrawled 100 slowly without rummy dollar
mark Sixth line third column of the table indicated
IL

The first is the letter It she said and the man
stopped the count on the first beat with a quick easy

dusk of the chalk as ho began to write the IL
The next I see is the JJguro she went on

lie stopped her this time on the fourth bent with a
sharp tup mid a quick scratch on the board This
gave her nine mud slowed her that she was right In

taking an odd number So it went on lire by

llguic until the lust Having received time signal for-
t

0 from live bents tap ammO slow mark she gave
It Time man delayed marking It on the board until the
beathud pnfiHed beyond mummy recognized signal

Now lliine Is some kind of mark after tho num-

ber

¬

she tmid They counted to the proper place
where he stopped by placing his chill in position us
if waiting Instructions A murk like three dashes
coming to n point she added And the test was over

Silent counting in moro or less elaborate form is

the basis for almost all he second sight and mind
rending acts for public performance Different sys-

tems
¬

und variations have been Introduced and suc-

cessfully
¬

practised but all silent methods work upon

the same principle There are several good applica-
tions

¬

one being the card lest
Eight kings threatened to save

Nine fair ladles for one sick knave
Did they really They certainly did probably hack

In the time of Merlin or whoever invented the llrst
curd trick The LIme honored distich affords the best
rotation and the one most easily remembered trans-
lating

¬

into
Eight king three ten two seven

Nine live queen four ace six knave
The suit Is indicated by tho manner lu which the

card Is picked up from the table or Inclined plane on
which the lest Is exhibited Thus clubs Is indicated
to the blindfolded medium when the operator
draws it towaid him across the table spades Is

slows by n sharp twist lu picking up tho card so
as to make an audible scratching sound heart by
setting tho lingers down upon time card with au

thump and diamonds by a thump followed by drawing
across the board as for clubs

The dapper chap calls for some ono from the au ¬

dience or for the stage committee to take charge of
a pack of cards mind select any eight cards or more
If desired These the volunteer places on thu table
or inclined board exposed to the audience lye will
suppose that the cards selected are 3D Oil JC SC
411 Qll 2S AS Time operator busies himself ar-

ranging
¬

the cards meanwhile noticing that he has
an Sthe lest beat In time dNlieh

Aro you almost ready now asks the young
woman latIcnLyuot so impatiently however
but that she sets the tempo Areyou nlm03t-
r limey both begin the spentcount-

a

jaay now

F I7w

with the last sound she utters The operator in this

case tops her on the urst beat by picking up tho

card-

board
drawing it sharply toward himself across time i

then holding It up for the inspection of the

audience
Of Course Its Easy

CI sec a black card says the young woman with i

shameless mClJ Idlyt club It seems to be the j

eight of clubs Here Is another rhythmical sea l

tcnco and both begin counting Immediately The

operator has noticed that the next card in the rota ft

Jon is the 3 which tits lu the third beat of the j

distich there being no kith At the third count he f
stops by laying down the S lId picks up the 3 j r

thumping gently and drawing it toward him f i

The next cnrd is red J think It Is the three of dia-

monds

¬ l l

says the young woman and instnnlly both

begin counting again Time finds that ho has

no ten the next card In time rotation being tho two r

tCrn >
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They count silently Eight kings threatened to

At this point the operator stops by setting down the
three then takes up the two with n sharp twist

lilt Is n black card says the young woman It
seems to be the deuce of spades Both begin to
count Eight kings threatened to save nine rHere tho operator stops picking up the curd with a r
aharp dub of his lingers agulnst the board

Red this time sirs the young woman liT plainly
sec the nine of hearts Aud so It goes through the
list The price of success according to all mind f
readers Is constant drill in the count Once this Is
perfected occult wonders arc easy f

The adding of four columns of figures of four fig-

ures
¬

each Is another clover example of what may be
done with the silent counting A volunteer from the

r

audience writes time figures on the board and tin
blindfolded medium adds them down and across
The process is the some as In the blip test the signals
being given with taps of the chalk nud tho way In 1r

which the figures are written Time first signal Is t
given by the operator in drawing time line uuder the
figures A secondary code is necessary to indicate
the amount carried each time

The uwuiil practice in winding up this lest Is mind
reading of figures pointed out by time operator Ho
points to various numbers occasionally to u blank ttspot In succession and tho young woman calls thorn
all This Is done by a prearranged rotatlou such OH

three nine four two nothing there eight one six
naught two nothing there five seven or any other f
system The operator of course follows this mem-
orized table In pointing lie has several tricks at e

hand to fill up u gap in the rotation Suppose for
Instance that there happens to he no six on the board
Afleusuc has identified the one correctly he turns
to the audience with a wink as If planning some sly
trick then writes a six In a vacant place She
Immediately names It mud the audience smiles de-
lightedly

¬

Time calling of figures that arc pointed out by some
person from the audience usually worked In con-
nection

¬ i

with the above does not depend upon the
counting process but upon time quick eye and judg
ment of tho operator Just as the conjurer Is able
to forgo a card the operator must know how to judge
where the wavering pointer I8 going to land by theway the volunteer advances it A code of signals
does the rest such tm any one air at millany
one at nil no difference take your choice timid
others f

Another of time favorite tests which rely upon a
memorized rotation Is the knights tout In chess
The blackboard is marked into sixtyfour square

umbered from left to right The problem Is to
start the knight nnywhore and take It over the board
with Its proper move no square to bo omitted and
no square to be crossed more than twice Time open
alor permits the audience to name the square frori
which the start Is to be made then follows the dlrec t
tlons of the medium with the chalk It maker
not the slightest difference where the start Is mado
for the system Is rotary and when the sequence It

once learned can be picked up at any point Then
j

nro u number of tables thii Loin the best
1 IS 33 50 00 54 01 47 32 in 5 20 3 0 20 41

iiS 52 02 OU 30 21 i 22 37 w 2S 18 3Q lo 2U

40 30 21 33 11 27 12 57 51 01 K 40r 215
r 8 lj 4

10 25 10 34 10 TA 53 03 JS Pl 10 G 12217 U i
If time start should he made lit 0 for instance the

system would simply turn the corner and run on
trout 11 to 1 18 33 to

rrr
1


